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Audition Info:  
All dancers are subject to a professional audition process in order to be selected for the team.  Dancers will warm-
up with a ballet barre, move to across-the-floor technique in the styles of tap and jazz, then learn a short 
combination. Dancers are judged on attitude & class etiquette, technique and personal style/emotion. Dancers are 
asked to wear a black leotard and pink tights, followed by the appropriate shoes for each portion of the audition (if 
a dancer does not tap, they are asked to wear jazz shoes for the tap portion). Hair should be neatly tied back and 
out of the face.   
 
Commitment:  
Once a dancer is chosen via the audition process, the dancer and parent/guardian are required to sign a contract 
agreeing to commit to the team for the duration of the entire team season.  The season will run from July 1st, 
2018 with summer choreography sessions, continue through the school year, and end with a National 
Competition in June, 2019.  Although this seems like a long season, there are various breaks throughout. 
Withdraws from the team at any point throughout the season will not be issued any refunds, and monthly team 
tuition will continue to post to your account through the end of the season.  
 
Competitions 
Performance Team dancers will travel to Minneapolis and surrounding suburbs to perform their routines in three 
competitions between January and May of 2019. These competitions are judged by professional 
dancers/choreographers/adjudicators, which means we need to be presenting our very best! Competition routines 
are rehearsed more often, polished more specifically, and tend to contain more difficult choreography in order to 
showcase what a dance studio is capable of.  (Specific dates/times/locations of competitions will be determined by 
September 15th.) 
 
Group Routines:  
In order to establish the 2018-2019 Dance Lab Performance Team, dancers must sign up for one or more group 
routines based on their audition results.  Group sizes and dance styles will be decided AFTER auditions, in order to 
best suit the team’s needs.     
 
Rehearsals:  
Once the group routines are cast, a rehearsal schedule beginning in July, 2018 will be released.  Rehearsals for 
these group routines will continue to be held through the summer, school-year, and prior to Nationals, and will be 
scheduled during the school-week, and open studio times during weekends and holiday breaks.   
 
Fees:  



• A non-refundable registration/commitment fee of $100 per dancer ($150 per family) is required upon 
signing your Performance Team contract.   

• A fee of $60 per month will be charged per group routine that the dancer chooses to be a part of, 
beginning July, 2018 and ending in June, 2019.  This monthly performance fee pays for all rehearsal 
tuition, costume fees, performance supplies and/or prop fees, and competition registration. This monthly 
fee is in addition to the dancer’s regular dance class monthly tuition.   

 
Dance Class Requirements:  
To be a member of The Dance Lab Performance Team, you must enroll in one ballet class, one jazz class and one tap 
class for summer and school-year seasons.  Contemporary and Acro are highly recommend for performance team 
dancers, yet not required.  This variety of technique classes will ensure the dancer’s well-rounded technique, prepare 
the dancer to be stage-ready in any category, as well as prepare them to participate in all classes taught at 
conventions.  
 
Conventions:  
Performance team dancers are required to attend one dance convention per season.  The Dance Lab will choose one 
or two convention options, and accommodations, payment information and other arrangements will be made 
accordingly.  At these conventions, dancers learn an extensive amount of choreography and technique, perform in 
front of others, and take class from famous choreographers and teachers.  These lessons are very memorable and 
valuable to the growth of any dance student. 
 
Attendance Policy: 
Performance Team members are not allowed any unexcused absences in any group routine practice throughout 
the season. All team members will be allowed three excused absences upon submitting an absence request form 
14 days prior to the absence, which states the exact date of the absence and what specifically you are being 
absent for. If illness or injury occurs, the dancer is expected to come to their practice to observe, if possible. If this 
is not possible, the absence will also require an absence form to be filled out the day of, or immediately after. All 
absence forms must be signed by the coach, dancer and parent/guardian. Absence forms may be obtained upon 
request. If a dancer is absent more than 3 times from one group routine, they will be dismissed from that group 
routine with no refund.  
 
Exclusivity: 
To be a part of The Dance Lab Performance Team, you must enroll in the required dance classes at the Dance Lab 
and must not be a participating member of any other dance studio, school or organization’s Winter competitive 
dance team (fall season High School dance teams excluded).  Supplemental classes may be taken at other studios 
as long as the dancer is not a registered competitive dancer through that school or studio.  This is to ensure good 
sportsmanship and foster a strong sense of spirit for our team. 
 
Nationals: 
If any dancer is not able to attend the Nationals competition, they are required to notify The Dance Lab by April 1st, 
2019.  If a group routine will be missing more than 1 member for Nationals, the routine will be pulled from the 
competition, and all group members will not be charged tuition for that particular group for the month of June 
2019. 
 
Solos/Duos/Trios: 
Performance team members have the option to audition for a solo/duo/trio position on the performance team. 
The number of positions are limited, and given to dancers who show potential to work hard and be responsible for 
choreography, rehearsals, costumes, etc. Fees for solos/duos/trios are completely separate from the monthly 
performance team tuition fees, and may be paid to a party other than The Dance Lab, depending on who 
choreographs the routine.   
 
 
 
Solo/Duo/Trio Rehearsals: 



All rehearsals for solo/duos/trios must be scheduled directly through your choreographer or sub-coach and have 
all rehearsal times signed out through The Dance Lab office.  Remember, we will have three studios available for 
rehearsals next year, so finding space should be a lot easier!    
 
 
Solo/Duo/Trio Fees 
Fees for solos/duos/trios are completely separate from the monthly performance team tuition fees, and may be 
paid to a party other than The Dance Lab, depending on who choreographs the routine.   

• All participants of any solos/duos/trios must pay a non-refundable $60 commitment fee per 
routine to The Dance Lab upon signing your contract for this season. This fee is to cover 
administrative time for your participation in this routine, as well as to show personal investment 
in this extra team commitment.  

• Choreography Fee - $120 per routine (duos pay $60 each dancer, trios pay $40 each dancer) to 
be paid to The Dance Lab upon signing your contract for this season, also non-refundable.  

• Solo Rehearsal Fee - $45 paid directly to your choreographer at every rehearsal.  

• Duo Rehearsal Fee - $35 per dancer paid directly to your choreographer at every rehearsal.  

• Trio Rehearsal Fee - $25 per dancer paid directly to your choreographer at every rehearsal.  
If a family defaults on any solo/duo/trio payments, the choreographer will submit an invoice to The Dance Lab, of 
which will be charged automatically to the credit card on file.  Solo/duo/trio choreography is a lot of work, and 
attending any extra competitions is very time consuming for a choreographer.  Please don’t forget to pay for your 
choreography sessions!  
 
Solo/Duo/Trio Competition Registration Fees 
Fees to compete a solo/duo/trio at any competition range from $75-$150 and vary from one competition to 
another. These fees will be known upon choosing which competitions to participate in, and are due 90 days prior 
to the competition date. Invoices will be sent to families for each competition and charges will be placed on your 
Dance Lab account. If a family fails to make the registration payment in time, the dancer or dancers will not 
perform their solo/duo/trio in that competition.   
 
Solo/Duo/Trio Costumes & Props: 
Costumes for these routines can be chosen with the approval of the dancers, the dancers’ parents and the 
choreographer.  All 2018-2019 season costumes will be ordered through the studio, so please submit your 
costume order to Joanie as soon as possible, before October 30th, 2018. Fees for these costumes are completely 
separate from all other costume fees, or monthly tuition, and will be charged to your account individually, as they 
are ordered. Props can be arranged through the dancer or dancers and their choreographer and payment for those 
props can be arranged with your choreographer.  Please don’t assume it is the choreographer’s job to provide 
props.  This is an expense outside their job description, and should be covered by the dancers themselves.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

**Please contact The Dance Lab for any additional questions you may have regarding the ** 
2018-2019 Performance Team Season. 


